British Society for Neuroendocrinology

Annual General Meeting

Monday the 9th July 2012 
KCCC, University of Aberdeen 
In attendance  - 22 members of the Society

In the chair  - Helen Christian (HC)

1. Apologies for absence: John Morris (JoM), Jon Johnson, Dave Grattan. 
2. Approval of the minutes of the 2011 AGM Cambridge.
The minutes were approved as a fair and accurate record of the meeting, Proposed, Megan Holmes, (MH), Seconded, Giles Yeo (GY).
3. Matters arising
There were no matters arising that would not be covered later in the agenda. 

4. Chair’s report 

HC reflected on tragic loss of Alison Douglas.  Alison had done an excellent job latterly as chair of the BSN steering committee but previously as treasurer for the society.  As chair Alison had made significant contributions in redirecting funds toward the early stage researchers and maintaining the financial health of the society. 

HC reported that the committee had elected a new chair and to facilitate succession planning a deputy chair.  The chair for 2012-2016 would be Kevin O’Byrne, the deputy chair would be Giles Yeo. It was noted that Maria Canal will take over membership secretary from Kevin O’Byrne. 
HC reported that the steering committee had met twice in the previous 12 months at which a number of issues had been discussed.  The committee brought to the AGM the proposal that the early stage researchers should have a representative on the steering committee, who would serve initially for a 2 yr term. The committee sought approval from the AGM for this change. 

Proposed: Gareth Leng (GL), Seconded: Giles Yeo
The committee asked the AGM for nominations for two vacant positions on the steering committee. 

Mike Ludwig.  Proposed GL, Seconded HC

Prita Jeffra. Proposed Fran Ebling, Seconded HC
5. Treasurers report
Megan Holmes (MH) spoke to the accounts.  MH reported that while the accounts are normally posted prior to the AGM, on the web.  Given the circumstances there had been a delay which had meant that this had not happened this year.  However MG reported that Greenhalgh had received and approved the accounts and that the signature of the chair of trustees was the only item outstanding for completion of the accounts. MG had provided paper copies of the accounts for the AGM. 

MH pointed out that the income of the society (including that from the Journal) was £161816 which was similar to that achieved in 2010.  Expenditure had increased to £161235 from ~£99000 in 2010 this was expected due to the agreed increase in the grants expenditure, from ~£36K in 2010 to #£53K.  
The other costs were similar to 2010.  There was an apparent increase in the annual conference costs, but this was due to a delay in payments which means that repayment costs fell into the next financial year. 

The reserves stand at £385857 which is slightly up on 2010.  The Band of Scotland shows a large increase but this is due to a matured policy that is yet to be reinvested. 

The income and expenditure for the year are balanced and sit at approximately 2x annual running costs which fits with the Charity commission recommendations. This means that the society is not in a position for new grants schemes at present. 

Income from interest on investments is currently pitiful. MH sought suggestions, but it was agreed that there was little that could be done. Moving money between accounts was made more difficult as a charity as more signatories are required. 
John Russell (JR) noted that there was a drop in voluntary income from £8355 to £5341.  MH indicated that this is membership fees and can again get split across financial years and would not, in the long term, represent a significant actual drop in income. 
GL commended the committee on behalf of the membership and reminded the AGM that the main income comes from the Journal which is owned by the BSN on a profit sharing basis.  Hence there is a need to ensure that the agreements with Wiley Blackwell are negotiated such that the society gets appropriate income.  Are our returns similar to other Journals/societies?

It was noted that some Journal are now providing a paid online addition to Journals wherein authors could get papers published that were not suitable for inclusion in the Journal.  It was indicated to the AGM that this will be discussed with Wiley Blackwell 
GL commented that the INF are starting to publish ebooks, these will be specialist texts and that the BSN as part of the INF must ensure that there is no conflict of interest if it plans to increase its associated publications. 

JR asked what plans had been made for funding of the ICN?  The committee are committed to providing significant funds for the membership to attend the ICN, in the past registration has been paid with a contribution to travel costs, it is hoped that the same will apply for the next ICN meeting.  While no specific ‘war chest’ has been established, as there will be no annual meeting that year this will be offset against associated funds required.  GL suggested that the committee forms an ICN ‘war chest’. 
6. Membership secretary report

KOB reported that there are 198 members (2011- 210), 81 full members (2011-71), 26 overseas members (2011-29) and 64 student members (2011-85). 
As to why people were not renewing membership, Portland had emailed over 60 people, some members had retired, some post doctoral researchers had moved on to other areas. 

KOB reported that the renewal system via Portland had worked well and will be even easier next year as members details The fees for retired members of the society was discussed and it was agreed that they should be offered membership at the same rate as the students. 

ACTION: MC/JM to amend website and fee structure for retired society members. 

It was agreed to nominate David Jessop for Honorary membership and to announce this at the AGM. 

ACTION: JM to add to the website.
7. Meeting secretary’s report
8. Grant panel co-ordinator report 

9. Outreach co-ordinators report
10. Journal of Neuroendocrinology Editors report
11. Journal of Neuroendocrinology secretary’s report

12. To receive and approve the 2011 Trustees report and Accounts 

13. Re-appointment of an external examiner of accounts: Greenhalgh
14. Re-election of Trustees

15. Proposal and election of new Honorary Members
16. Any other competent business
17. Date and location of next meeting

