Minute of the BSN Annual General Meeting 

10th Sept , NCSL learning and conference centre, Jubilee Campus, Nottingham.

In attendance  - in excess of 21 members of the Society
In the chair: Fran Ebling (FE)

1. Apologies for absence.

Alison Douglas and Julia Buckingham (JB)


2. Minutes of the 2006 AGM (21st June, David Lawrence Convention Centre, Pittsburgh, USA) circulated in the January Newsletter  

The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate report of the meeting.  Proposed by Clive Coen, Seconded by Mike Ludwig.

3. Matters arising from the minutes.

All covered elsewhere in the agenda.


4. Chairman's report.

FE noted that the society was in general in good shape.  The introduction of the website based membership system has provided an means by which to access up to date information relating to society membership and a means by which information can be send to members.  
The attendance at the annual meeting was noted to be >60 and thus >50% of the society was at the meeting.  

Since the last meeting a subgroup of the steering committee has been established which aims to promote neuroendocrinology within schools, see item 9 below.  

5. Membership Secretary and Treasurer's Report.

AD was unable to attend the meeting but had provided FE with a report. It was reported that the external auditor of the accounts (Jane Robinson) had examined and approved the accounts for 2006 and a copy of the audited BSN Accounts statement for 2006 and a financial summary statement for 2007 were made available to all members attending the AGM.  

Key points highlighted from the 2006 accounts and 2007 accounts summary were as follows:-

· It was noted that the accounts indicated that the society was ‘healthy’.  
· While a low figure was present within the accounts for the Journal office for the 2006 accounting period this was in fact due to the presence of only a partial claim of expenses, the remainder of which will appear in the 2007 accounts.

· A further £70K has been transferred into the reserve account. 

· There had been a significant increase in the cost associated with the website, due to the addition of online payment. 

· The reserve account is generating significant income for the society. 
· Website now shows real membership.

· There has been a 100% funding rate for the society’s grants schemes!

· All members are eligible to apply for the Research laboratory visits grants.

Fees to remain at the current level for the next year.

Gareth Leng questioned the amount that the society was allowed to hold within the reserve account, relative to the charity commission’s guidelines.  The issue was discussed and it was noted that 2-3 times the operating cost was recommended by the charity commission and that some societies included all journal costs in this figure, as such the society was able to increase the amount placed in the reserve account if required.

The accounts were proposed as true and accurate by Gareth Leng and seconded by John Morris.

6. Appointment of Examiners of the accounts.

FE on behalf of AD and the society thanked Jane Robinson for agreeing to act as the auditor for 2006 and proposed that Jane act as the auditor of the accounts for the forthcoming year.  This was accepted by the meeting.  


7. Report of Editor in Chief Journal of Neuroendocrinology 
JB was unable to attend the meeting; hence John Morris provided a report. 

It was noted that JB has indicated that due to other duties, she would like to step down from Editor in Chief of the Journal of Neuroendocrinology within the next 12 months. It was noted that JB has been editor in chief for a period of 5 years during which time she has made a significant contribution to the growth and reputation of the journal.

The society members were asked to give careful thought as to who might be approached to take on this role when JB steps down, acknowledging that the new editor needs to be in place by the start of 2009.

It was noted that over the last year, under the direction of JB, both the number and quality of submissions has continued to increase, the acceptance rate currently standing at approximately 66%.  The number of reviews has increased, principally due to the Edinburgh Phys Soc meeting.
It was noted that papers in the area of neuroendocrine pharmacology and ‘views from the bench’ would be particularly welcome.  It was noted that the La Société de Neuroendocrinologie has expressed a wish to potentially publish the paper associated with the Jacque Benoit lecture in the Journal and are currently making enquires re this possibility.

The journal will be 20 in 2008 and it is being proposed that the event should be marked at Endo 2008

It was noted that Amanda McLean-Inglis who has been a key contact person for the Journal is leaving Blackwells. 
It had predicted that the journal income for 2006 would be good but would be a one off, however, income for 2007 up until July had matched that of 2006.  The additional income within 2007 has occurred due to a good backfile sales. Projected income for 2007 is >£100K

The renewal rate for the journal was noted to be 96% which is 1% better than the average for medical journals. 

The impact factor has decreased slightly overall, but has increased within its subject category. 
During the year Blackwells has been taken over by Wiley, all Blackwells’ staff were retained and are happy with the takeover.  Due to the change of ownership the Society is currently negotiating a new contract with Wiley.  The details of the contract were discussed at the committee meeting, JM has been through the document in detail and at this point it was not thought that a lawyer would be required, however, JM asked for the society’s approval for him to consult a lawyer if he felt that it was required in the future.  This request was approved by the members attending.  

Blackwells is now offering an editorial team which could take over from the current editorial office in association with the change in editor in chief.  JM to ensure this option is written into the new contract.
GL asked if the new contract contained termination arrangements and JM reassured the society that these were included as in the old contract.  JM asked GL if he would be prepared to also look over the new contract and GL agreed. 

8. Meeting Secretary’s report. 

Thanks to Fran and colleagues at Nottingham for organising a successful meeting with an interesting scientific programme and such a plush venue. 

The meeting next year will be hosted in Bristol by Dr Alison Fulford (AF). The meeting will occur close to the same weekend as the 2007 meeting but due to a possible clash of meetings AF will get back to the society with the exact dates.  

The annual meeting in 2009 will either be in Edinburgh or Aberdeen and in 2010 the annual meeting will be forgone in favour of the ICN which will be in Rouen in France.

9. Outreach activities 

The subgroup has met and discussed the form of interaction anticipated with schools.  The subcommittee is currently collecting information with regard to initiatives run by other scientific societies and the science curricula used in both England/Wales and Scotland to allow identification of areas to target in an efficient manner.  

10. Honorary membership
FE put forth the suggestion that retired members (of which there are only a very small number) be moved to honorary members.  The suggestion was agreed by the members of the society.

11. Election of committee members.
No members of the committee are stepping down this year and the committee has not received any notes of interest in joining the committee.  FE thus proposed to the society that the committee remains, and this was agreed by the members of the society. 

12. AOB

Neuroendocrinology briefings – FE recognised the excellent job John Bicknell has done producing the neuroendocrinology briefings but informed the society that John will produce the next two but would then like to pass this job to someone new.  Thus the society is actively looking for a volunteer to take on this task.  If you are interested please contact Fran Ebling.
13. Date and Location of next meeting 

Bristol Sept 2008 

